
Stat 311 Sample Quiz

Part I. Do all problems in the space provided. Clearly define all random variables and other
notation that you use, and clearly specify what you are calculating at each step in a calculation.
Justify all answers. Clearly mark your answers and explicitly state what it is you have computed.
(Don’t just put a number in a box. If you are computing E[X] and the answer is 4.5, write
E[X] = 4.5, not just 4.5.)

1. (6 pts)Suppose that X and Y satisfy E[X] = 1, E[Y ] = 2, V ar(X) = 1, V ar(Y ) = 2,
Cov(X, Y ) = −1. Let U = X + Y . Calculate E[U ] and V ar(U).

2. (9 pts) From past experience, a statistics professor knows that it takes an average of 15
minutes to grade an exam with a standard deviation of 5 minutes. If 60 students take the
exam, what (approximately) is the probability that it will take more than 16 hours to grade?

3. (6 pts) Let Y1, . . . , Y6 be random variables such that E[Yk] = (k − 1). Let Z =
∑6

k=1 Yk.
Compute E[Z].

4. (9 pts) Suppose the the joint pmf for X and Y is

x
y 0 1 2 3

0 .1 .05 .05 .05
1 .05 .1 .05 .05
2 .05 .05 .1 .05
3 .05 .05 .05 .1

(a) Calculate P{Y > X}.
(b) Calculate E[XY ].

(c) Calculate P{Y > X|X = 2}.



Part II. Each of the following problems will be graded on the basis of 10 points. Your score on
this part of the exam will be the sum of your 3 highest scores plus one half of the points you receive
on the other two problems.

1. 3. 5.

2. 4. Total

Clearly define all random variables and other notation that you use. Clearly mark your answers.

1. Suppose that X and Y are random variables with joint density function

fXY (x, y) =

{
1
4(x + y) 0 ≤ x ≤ y ≤ 2

0 otherwise

(a) Calculate P{Y < 2X}?
(b) Calculate fY (y)?

(c) If Y = 1, what is the probability that X is less than .5?

2. On average a can of paint will cover 500 square feet with a standard deviation of 50 square
feet. Sam has 40 cans of green paint. How large an area can he contract to paint and be able
to fulfill the contract with probability at least .97 without buying any more paint?

3. A group of 30 men and 20 women are seated randomly in a row of 50 chairs. Calculate the
expected number of men who have a woman sitting next to them.

4. The length of time the battery in a smoke detector lasts (measured in days) is exponentially
distributed with parameter 1

400 . Once the battery is dead, there is a delay before someone
notices and the battery is replaced. Suppose that the length of the delay (in days) until
someone notices is exponentially distributed with parameter 1

20 .

(a) What is the distribution of the total time after a new battery is installed that a dead
battery is discovered? (Assume that the lifetime of the battery is independent of the
delay in discovery.)

(b) 500 days after the battery is installed, someone notices that the battery is dead. What
is the probability that the battery has been dead for more than 30 days?

5. Let N be a Poisson process with parameter λ = 0.5. Calculate the following:

(a) P{S1 ≤ 2.2, S3 > 3.0}
(b) E[N(1.0) + N(4.0)]

(c) P{N(1.0) = 2, N(4.0) = 4}


